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UPDATES FOR 2008

DEADLINE TO RENEW SALMON 
VESSEL PERMIT CHANGE

Fish and Game Code (FGC) Section 8235, was 
amended to require Salmon Vessel Permittees to 
renew their permits on or before April 30 each 
year.  Applications received at a Department office 
or postmarked after the April 30 deadline will be 
assessed a late fee subject to Section 7852.2.

CHANGE TO LATE FEES FOR 
LIMITED ENTRY PERMITS

FGC Section 7852.2 was amended and changed 
the late fee for the following permits and endorse-
ments:
Deeper Nearshore Fishery, Drift Gill Net, Dunge-
ness Crab Vessel, Herring, Lobster Operator, 
Market Squid Vessel, Nearshore Fishery, Nearshore 
Fishery Trap Endorsement, Nearshore Fishery 
Bycatch, Northern Pink Shrimp Trawl, Salmon 
Vessel, Sea Cucumber, Spot Prawn Trap (Tier 1, 2, 
& 3), Southern Rock Crab, and Sea Urchin Diving 
Permits.

The Department shall assess a late fee for any 
renewal application received after the deadline to 
the following schedule:

One to 30 days after the deadline, a fee of $125.
31 to 60 days after the deadline, a fee of $250. 
61 days to March 31, 2009, a fee of $500.

The Department shall deny any application for 
renewal received after March 31, of the permit year 
following the year in which the applicant last held a 
valid permit for that fishery.

IDENTIFICATION REqUIRED WHEN 
COMMERCIALLY FISHING

FGC Section 7852.27 was amended to:  At all 
times when engaged in any activity for which a com-
mercial fishing license is required, the licensee shall 
have in his or her possession, a valid driver’s license 
or identification card issued by DMV or by entity 
issuing driver’s licenses from the licensee’s state.  
A current passport may be used in lieu of a valid 
driver’s license or identification card by a holder of 
a valid nonresident commercial fishing license.

DEADLINE TO APPLY FOR A 2008-
2009 TRANSFER OF A TRANSFER-

ABLE LOBSTER OPERATOR PERMIT

Commercial fishermen who have a valid 2008-2009 
transferable Lobster Operator Permit (LOP), may 
apply for transfer from April 1, 2008 to March 
31, 2009.   If you wish to transfer your 2008-2009 
Transferable LOP you must apply after March 31, 
2008. LOP transfer applications may not be post-
marked prior to April 1, 2008.

CALIFORNIA HALIBUT TRAWL 
GROUNDS

Commencing April 1, 2008, the following areas 
in the California halibut trawl grounds will be 

closed to trawling, unless the Commission finds 
that a bottom trawl fishery for halibut minimizes 
bycatch, is likely not damaging sea floor habitat, is 
not adversely affecting ecosystem health, and is not 
impeding reasonable restoration of kelp, coral, or 
other biogenic habitats: 
(A) The ocean waters lying between one and three 

nautical miles from the mainland shore from 
a point east of a line extending seaward true 
south (180°) from a point on land approximately 
½  mile east of Point Conception at longitude 
120° 27.50’ to a line extending due south from 
Gaviota. 

(B) The ocean waters lying between one and two 
nautical miles from the mainland shore lying east 
of a line extending due south from Santa Barbara 
Point (180°) and west of a line extending due 
south from Pitas Point (180°). 

(C) Except as provided in subdivision (b), the ocean 
waters lying between one and three nautical miles 
from the mainland shore lying south and east of 
a line running due west (270° true) from Point 
Arguello to a line extending seaward true south 
(180°) from a point on land approximately ½ 
mile east of Point Conception at longitude 120° 
27.50’, and from the western border of the IMO 
Vessel Traffic safety zone on NOAA/NOS Chart 
18725 in Hueneme Canyon running south and 
east to a line running due south (180°N true) 
from Point Mugu. 

 In making the finding described in the first para-
graph, the Commission will pay special attention to 
areas where kelp and other biogenic habitats existed 
and where restoring those habitats is reasonably fea-
sible, and to hard bottom areas and other substrate 
that may be particularly sensitive to bottom trawl 
impacts (FGC §8495). For the latest information, 
contact DFG senior marine biologist Stephen 
Wertz at (562) 342-7184

PINK SHRIMP BOTTOM TRAWLING 
IN STATE WATERS

Commencing January 1, 2008, bottom trawling 
for pink shrimp is prohibited within three miles of 
the mainland shore between a line extending due 
west from False Cape and a line extending due west 
from Point Reyes from the nearest point of land on 
the mainland shore (FGC § 8842). Additionally, 
other pink shrimp trawling rules may be subject to 
change in 2008. For the latest information, contact 
DFG senior marine biologist Stephen Wertz at 
(562) 342-7184.

Rock Crab

Section 125, Commercial Take of Rock Crab (CCR 
Title 14), has been renamed “Section 125, Com-
mercial Rock Crab Permits”. Section 125(g) has 
been repealed, and Section 125(a)(4) adopted:
“§ 125(a)(4) Revocation or suspension. A northern 
or southern rock crab trap permit may be revoked 
or suspended by the Commission upon violation of 
the Fish and Game Code, or violation of regula-
tions adopted by the Commission, by the holder 
thereof, his or her agent, employee, or person act-
ing under his or her direction and control.”
A new Section, “§125.1. Commercial Take of 
Rock Crab; Size Limit; Use of Rock Crab as Bait; 

Incidental Take Provisions”, has also been adopted 
(see page 62). 

Coastal Pelagic Species

The definition of “finfish” has been clarified in Sec-
tion 159 (CCR, Title 14). It now reads: 
“§159(b)(9) Finfish. For the purpose of this section 
only, finfish includes northern anchovy, Pacific 
mackerel, Pacific sardine, and jack mackerel, but 
excludes market squid.”

FEDERAL AND OTHER 
REGULATIONS

Federal regulations are in effect for many California 
fisheries including Coastal Pelagic Species (Pacific 
sardine, Pacific mackerel, jack  mackerel, northern 
anchovy, and market squid), groundfish, highly 
migratory species, and salmon. For information 
regarding federal fisheries regulations please 
contact: National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), 
Southwest Region, 501 West Ocean Boulevard, 
Suite 4200, Long Beach, CA 90802-4213, (562) 
980- 4030. You can also obtain regulations and 
other fishery information from the following 
NMFS websites:
• Coastal Pelagic Species - swr.nmfs.noaa.gov/fmd/

cps/cps.htm
• Groundfish - www.nwr.noaa.gov
• Salmon - www.nwr.noaa.gov
• Highly Migratory Species - swr.nmfs.noaa.gov/

hms/hms.htm

SWORDFISH/THRESHER SHARK 
DRIFT GILLNET REGULATIONS

To reduce marine mammal bycatch in the fishery 
to sustainable levels, NMFS requires training for 
operators as well as equipment and gear modifica-
tions for vessels participating in the California drift 
gillnet fishery targeting thresher shark and sword-
fish. Specifically, the regulations require: 
• All vessel operators to attend skipper education 

workshops if requested by NMFS;
• All extenders to be 36 feet in length or greater; 

and
• Functioning acoustic deterrent devices (“pingers”) 

to be deployed on the net during every set.
Pingers must be attached within 30 feet (9.14 me-
ters) of the floatline and 36 feet (10.97 meters) of 
the leadline and staggered such that the horizontal 
distance between them is no more than 150 feet 
(45.5 meters). While at sea, operators of drift gillnet 
vessels with gillnets aboard must carry enough ping-
ers on the vessel to meet the pinger configuration 
requirements.  
Please contact the NMFS at (562) 980-4060 if you 
need more information about these requirements. 

ROCKFISH CONSERVATION AREA 
(RCA)

All California commercial fishermen need to be 
aware of RCAs. RCAs restrict the use of certain 
gear types due to their potential of interacting with 
overfished groundfish. For more information refer 
to Federal regulations. 
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2008-2009 LICENSE, PERMIT, AND STAMP FEES

COMMERCIAL FISHING LICENSES, REGISTRATIONS 
AND STAMPS

Resident Commercial Fishing License ..................................... $112.50 
Non-resident Commercial Fishing License ................................ 337.75
Commercial Fishing Salmon Stamp ............................................85.00
“John Doe” Commercial Fishing Salmon Stamp ........................85.00
Commercial Ocean Enhancement Stamp ................................... 41.50
Commercial Boat Registration (Resident) .................................296.00
Commercial Boat Registration (Non-resident) ..........................888.50
Commercial Aircraft Registration .............................................. 237.00
Commercial Passenger Fishing Vessel License ...........................296.00

NON-RESTRICTIVE PERMITS 

Anchovy Take ................................................................................35.50
Bay Shrimp ....................................................................................35.50
Coonstripe Shrimp Trap Vessel ....................................................89.00
Crayfish ..........................................................................................35.50
Ghost Shrimp ................................................................................35.50
Golden and Ridgeback Prawn Trawl ............................................35.50
Herring Fresh Fish Market ............................................................35.50
Herring Ocean Waters ..................................................................35.50
Inland or Freshwater Fish .............................................................35.50
Land California-Caught Fish Outside California Waters ............17.75
Lobster Crewmember .................................................................. 148.25
Marine Aquaria Collector ........................................................... 391.00
Northern Rock Crab Trap ..........................................................292.00
Sea Urchin Crewmember .............................................................35.50
Southern Pink Shrimp Trawl ........................................................35.50
Swordfish ..................................................................................... 391.00 
Tidal Invertebrate ..........................................................................35.50
Tanner Crab Trap Vessel .........................................................11,110.50
Trap ................................................................................................ 41.50

TRANSFER FEES 

Drift Gill Net (permit) .............................................................1,500.00
Drift Gill Net (vessel) ..................................................................130.00 
Dungeness Crab (T/NT) ............................................................200.00 
General Gill .................................................................................100.00
Lobster Operator (permit)...........................................................500.00
Market Squid Transfer Fee ..........................................................500.00 
Market Squid Brail Upgrade ....................................................1,500.00 
Nearshore Fishery (permit) .........................................................500.00
Nearshore Fishery (trap endorsement) .........................................75.00
Northern Pink Shrimp Trawl Vessel (new owner) ..................1,000.00 
Northern Pink Shrimp Trawl Vessel (same owner)....................200.00 
Northern Pink Shrimp Trawl Vessel (temporary) ......................100.00
Salmon Vessel ..............................................................................200.00 
Sea Cucumber (Dive or Trawl) ...................................................200.00 
Spot Prawn Trap Vessel (new owner) ...........................................50.00 
Spot Prawn Trap Vessel (same owner) ........................................200.00 

LIMITED ENTRY AND RESTRICTED ACCESS PERMITS

California Halibut Bottom Trawl Vessel Permit ..........................52.50
Deeper Nearshore Species Fishery Permit.................................. 148.25
Drift Gill Net (Shark and Swordfish) ......................................... 391.00 
Dungeness Crab Vessel (Resident) ............................................. 237.00
Dungeness Crab Vessel (Non-resident) ...................................... 474.00
Experimental Market Squid Vessel Permit ...............................1,167.25
General Gill/Trammel Net ......................................................... 391.00 
Herring Gill Net (Resident) ........................................................ 313.75
Herring Gill Net (Non-resident) .............................................. 1,184.75
Herring Stamp ............................................................................. 118.50
Lobster Operator ......................................................................... 313.75
Market Squid Vessel (Transferable) .........................................2,334.50
Market Squid Vessel (Non-transferable) ...................................1,167.25
Market Squid Brail (Transferable) ...........................................2,334.50
Market Squid Brail (Non-transferable) .....................................1,167.25
Market Squid Light Boat (Transferable) .....................................700.25
Market Squid Light Boat (Non-Transferable) ...............................45.00
Salmon Vessel ................................................................................35.50

Nearshore Fishery Permits 

North Coast Region (Transferable/Non-transferable) ...............592.50
North-Central Coast Region (Transferable/Non-transferable) .592.50
South-Central Coast Region (Transferable/Non-transferable) .592.50
South Coast Region (Transferable/Non-transferable) ...............592.50

Nearshore Fishery Trap Endorsements 

North-Central Coast Region (Transferable/Non-transferable) ...89.00
South-Central Coast Region (Transferable/Non-transferable) ...89.00
South Coast Region (Transferable/Non-transferable) .................89.00

Nearshore Fishery Bycatch Permit .............................................. 237.00
Northern Pink Shrimp Trawl Vessel (Transferable) ................ 1,184.75
Northern Pink Shrimp Trawl Vessel (Non-transferable)............592.50

Sea Cucumber Diving .................................................................296.00
Sea Cucumber Trawl ...................................................................296.00
Sea Urchin Diving ....................................................................... 391.00 
Southern Rock Crab Trap ..........................................................292.00
Spot Prawn Trap Vessel - Tier 1 ..................................................296.00
Spot Prawn Trap Vessel - Tier 2 ..................................................296.00
Spot Prawn Trap Vessel - Tier 3 ............................................... 1,184.75

LATE FEES 

Commercial Limited Entry Late Fee:
One to 30 days .................................................................................125.00
31 to 60 days ....................................................................................250.00
61 to March 31, 2009 .......................................................................500.00

•
•
•
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5521.5, 8343– 8346 and §671, Title 14, 
California Code of Regulations (CCR)) 
All species of abalone.  All species of abalone. Note 
that live specimens of genus Haliotis (Abalone) may 
not be possessed, transported or imported, except 
that Haliotis rufescens (Red abalone), Haliotis sorenseni 
(White abalone), Haliotis corrugata (Pink abalone), 
Haliotis fulgens (Green abalone), Haliotis cracherodii 
(Black abalone), Haliotis kamtschatkana (Pinto aba-
lone), Haliotis walallensis (Flat abalone) and Haliotis 
assimilis (Threaded abalone) may be possessed, 
transported or imported under a permit issued by 
the department.
Scallops 
Rock scallops 
Pismo clams 
Northern razor clams
All members of the genus Dreissena (zebra mussels)
New Zealand mudsnails Potamopyrgus antipodarum   
Stalked or goose barnacles - Pollicipes sp. 
Giant acorn barnacle - Balanus nubilus or Balanus 
aguila
Owl limpet - Lottia gigantea 
Coffee bean shells -Trivia sp. 
Three-winged murex - Pteropurpura trialata 
Vidler’s simnia - Simnia vidleri 
Queen tegula -Tegula regina 
Sea slugs - Order Opisthobranchia (including nudi-
branchs): No sub-class Opisthobranchia species may 
be taken except for the following: 
• Sea hares-Aplysia californica and Aplysia vaccaria 
• Hermissenda crassicornis 
• Lion’s mouth - Melibe leonina 
• Aeolidia papillosa 
• Spanish shawl - Flabellina iodinea 
Krill - Euphausia shall not be taken or landed for 
commercial purposes before January 1, 2011. 

Vertebrates (FGC  §8370-8373, 8380, 
8388, 8393, 8430-31, 8435-36, 8598, 
8599, and  §150.16, 182, 671, Title 14, 
(CCR)) 
All shark and ray egg cases 
Brown smoothhound sharks - Mustelus henlei (less 
than 18 inches in a whole condition or dressed with 
head and tail removed) 
All poachers - Family Agonidae 
Wolf-eel - Anarrhichthys ocellatus 
California `Sheephead - Semicossyphus pulcher 
(Less than 13 inches)
Garibaldi - Hypsypops rubicundus
Leopard shark (less than 36 inches)
Angel shark (must be within size and percentage of 
load limits--see FGC § 8388 pg. 38)
Giant sea bass* (black sea bass)
White shark*
Basking sharks 
Steelhead (sea-run rainbow trout)
Dolly Varden
Sacramento perch
White perch - Morone americana
Black bass
Striped bass 
White bass - Morone chrysops
Trout 
Catfish 
Pacific bonito (less than 24 inches fork length or 5 
pounds)
Silver salmon (Coho) 
Crappie 
Sunfish 
Kelp bass (calico bass) 
Barred sand bass 

Marlin 
Spotted sand bass 
Yellowfin croaker 
Spotfin croaker 
California corbina 
Sturgeon
Bluefin tuna (less than 7½ pounds) 

* In specific net fisheries an incidental take is 
allowed (see gill net regulations on page 42) 

Live Rocks (FGC §8598) 
Rocks with living organisms attached, commonly 
called “live rocks.” Rocks shall not be broken to 
take marine aquaria species and any rock displaced 
to access any such species shall be returned to its 
original position. 

IT IS UNLAWFUL TO:

• Pollute the state waters or to discard litter 
within 150 feet of the high water mark of 
the waters of the state (FGC  §5650, 5652).

• Cause or permit any deterioration or waste 
of any fish taken in or brought into waters 
of this state, except for fish offal used in a 
reduction process or plant  (FGC  §7704, 
5670).

• Sell, purchase, deliver for commercial pur-
poses, or possess any shark fin or shark tail 
or portion thereof that has been removed 
from the carcass (with the exception of 
thresher shark) (FGC §7704).

• Use explosives in fish-inhabited waters 
except under Commission regulations (FGC 
§5500).

• Possess on any boat or bring ashore any fish 
for which a size or weight limit is prescribed 
in such a condition that its size or weight 
cannot be determined. The Commission 
may adopt regulations to establish equiva-
lents under which other than whole fish 
may be brought ashore (FGC §5508).

• Take shellfish for human consumption from 
contaminated waters (FGC §5670).

• Take fish for commercial purposes on any 
commercial passenger fishing vessel operat-
ing as a passenger vessel, nor may any fish 
or amphibian taken under the authority of 
a sport fishing license on such vessel be sold 
or purchased (FGC  §7121, 8385).

• Disturb or injure any net, trap, or other ap-
paratus being used legally to take fish (FGC 
§8604).

Regarding the Rockfish Conservation Areas (RCA) 
boundaries, please contact the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Fisher-
ies Groundfish Team in Seattle, Washington about 
NMFS policies and regulations at (206) 526-6150 or 
www.nwr.noaa.gov.

PACIFIC HALIBUT REGULATIONS 

The 2008 commercial season and regulations will 
be set early in 2008 by the International Pacific 
Halibut Commission (IPHC). For current regula-
tions, please contact: International Pacific Halibut 
Commission, P.O. Box 95009, Seattle, WA 98145-
2009, (206) 634-1838, Fax (206) 632-2983 or www.
iphc.washington.edu/halcom/default.htm.

A free license is required in IPHC Area 2A (all wa-
ters off the states of California, Oregon, and Wash-
ington) for all commercial vessels and for charter 
vessels which retain Pacific halibut.  Applications 
are available from the IPHC, or Department offices 
in Eureka or Fort Bragg. 

FEDERAL GROUNDFISH PERMITS 

As of January 1, 1994, limited entry permits for 
groundfish are required aboard all vessels fishing 
groundfish trawl, longline, and fishpot (trap) gear 
under the limited entry quota and regulations 
(limited entry gears). Longline and fishpot vessels 
without permits, along with all other gear except 
trawl, are allowed to continue fishing in open access 
fisheries. Trip limits and other management mea-
sures are used in the open access fisheries to keep 
their harvest within the historic levels of that seg-
ment of the fleet not receiving permits. For further 
information contact:  Northwest Region, National 
Marine Fisheries Service, 7600 Sand Point Way NE 
Building #1, Seattle, WA 98115-0700, (206) 526-
4353, Fax (206) 526-6736 or www.nwr.noaa.gov. 

SALMON REGULATIONS 

The National Marine Fisheries Service, Northwest 
Region, will publish and distribute the ocean 
salmon fishery regulation booklets containing the 
complete regulations (50 CFR Part 661) near mid-
May. Any in-season changes to the federal regula-
tions will be announced on a telephone hotline 
at (800) 662-9825 or (206) 526-6667 and by U.S. 
Coast Guard Notice to Mariners broadcasts on
Channel 16 VHF-FM and 2182 kHz.

PROHIBITED SPECIES
Specimens of the following groups or species shall 
not be taken or possessed for commercial purposes: 

Invertebrates (FGC  §8500, 8598) 
All sponges - Phylum Porifera 
Jellyfish - Pelagia sp. 
Corals and anemones, all species - Coelenterata 
All gorgonians - Order Gorgonacea 
Sea Pens - Order Pennatulacea - all species except 
Renilla kollikeri 
Featherduster worm - Eudistylia polymorpha 
Fiddler crab - Uca crenulata 
Umbrella crab - Cryptolithodes sitchensis 

Clams and Other Mollusks (FGC  §5521, 


